
 

 
 

U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY District 7 
Lake Murray Flotilla 12-3    Chartered 1947  

Columbia, South Carolina 

Meetings: Last Monday of each month on Flotilla Island at 1900. Next meeting 30 November 2009  

Information contained in this newsletter is for official US Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary use only, under the Privacy Act of 1974. 
The Auxiliary is guided by the current equal opportunity policies of the Commandant of the Coast Guard. No person shall be subject to 

discrimination in the Auxiliary or its programs because of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, or disability. 

Editor: COMO Jay Dahlgren, 803-536-6538  
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Flotilla Meritorious  
Achievement Medal 1997  
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    Richard  Miner  

òThis will remain the land of the free only so long as it is the home of the brave.ó 

 

November 2009  

    Veteranôs Day 

Parade Columbia 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 EST  

Fall Back  

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 12 - 3      

AWARDS  and the attendance of Bob Weskerna, DCDR 12, to not only verify our elections and administer the 

oath of office but to assist in presenting these awards highlighted our October meeting. LTC Mark Stevens from the 
360th Airborne Group presented the Commanders Award for Public Service to each of our members who partici-
pated in the paratrooper operation on 12 September. This is a DOD Award and entitles the recipient to wear the 
DOD Public Service Ribbon. An ACLOC award was presented to Burnette Sheffield for her great work in water 

safety education.  Awards were also made to George Summer õThe ears and voice of Lake Murrayõ for his 

many hours of dedicated watch standing. An eighth Sustained Auxiliary Service Award as well as an Auxiliary An-
nual Service Performance Award for PE went to Bill Riley, IPDCP 12, for his dedicated facilitation of TCT Training. 
Congratulations to each of you for your hard work and dedication to the Auxiliary. We elected new Flotilla 12-3 
leadership for the coming year.  Congratulations to our incoming FC and VFC, Marty Delk and Mike Mikutaitis re-
spectively. They are working on staff appointments and the 2010 agenda.  
     The Division 12 meeting held 17 October saw the re-election of Bob Weskerna, DCDR 12, and Vito Giardina, 
DVCDR 12, continuing the fine leadership and foresight they have brought to both the division and the Auxiliary. At 
this meeting, Flotilla 12-2ƍr Edrstr `mc A`qa`q` Atqbgehdkc vdqd d`bg rvnqm hm `r @CRN-SLOs South Carolina. 
This now provides us with a conduit and a direct voice on Boating Safety Laws and Water Pollution here in South 
Carolina. My congratulation to both of them. The Division 12 COW will be 8 Ɗ 10 January in Myrtle Beach. Please 
plan to attend. If you did not get the DCDR 12 email concerning this, please let me know.  
      Our change of watch will be on 12 December at the New Orleans Restaurant here in Columbia. If you are plan-
ning on attending, be sure to let COMO Dahlgren know as soon as possible so we will be sure to have a place set 
for you. I am looking forward to seeing you there. Finally, I want to thank everyone for all of the support you have 
given Marty and myself the last two years. And as the leadership now passes to Marty and Mike, I encourage each 

of you to support them in the upcoming year. It has been an honor for me to serve as your Flotilla Commander. Ł 

mailto:jdahlgren@sc.rr.com
mailto:rminer@miner.net
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WHEN CROSSING ANOTHER  

 

Festus  Burchfield  

RBS Makes A Clean Sweep!  
 

It was a clean sweep on Saturday, 03OCT09, when I did an inventory of the publications and materi-
als located in the van locker.  Outdated and damaged supplies were recycled, items reorganized, a 

few spiders fled, and you will actually be able to find stuff when I get finished!  Ł 
 

 

The Best Thing  
 
Nmd ne sgd adrs sghmfr `ants lx ina hr vnqjhmf vhsg odnokd `mc vhsmdrrhmf vg`s sgdx cn- Rnldshldr sgdx cnmƍs dudm
realize the effect of what they have done or the importance of their accomplishments.  

Just look at you, for instance.  A bunch of guys and gals, all volunteers, get up REALLY early on a Saturday morning 
and tote all your boats, safety equipment, and personal gear to Flotilla Island.   

You find a place to park, launch your boat, and stow your stuff before the briefing.   
Sgd cnbjr `qd etkk+ an`sr q`esdc to hm ehudr- Dudqxancxƍr sgdqdƊ U.S. Army, DNR, U.S. Coast Guard Station Charleston, 
Sheriffs from two counties, and Auxiliarists from five flotillas.  You learn the details of the paratroopers jump and your 
mission task for the water retrieval.  You go to work and do a great job. 

Nobody told you beforehand that you were going to get a commendation award and no one promised anything spe-
cial.  You just showed up and did it.   

You are the story.   

@mc sg`sƍr sgd rsnqx H knud sn sdkk-Ł 

 

                                                      Barbara  Burchfield  

Rendering Assistance ð òLaw of the Seaó 
The master or person in charge of a vessel is obligated by law to provide assistance that can be safely pro-
vided to any individual in danger at sea. The master or person in charge is subject to a fine and/or imprison-
ment for failure to do so.  
 

From U.S. Code òGood Samaritan Clause: 
An individual complying with the above or gratuitously and in good faith rendering assistance at the scene of 
a marine casualty without objection by an individual assisted, is not liable for damages as a result of render-
ing assistance or for an act or omission in providing or arranging salvage, towage, medical treatment, or other 
assistance when the individual acts as an ordinary, reasonable, and prudent individual would have acted un-
der the circumstances.   
 

Fall is the best time of the year to be out on Lake Murray .  The leaves are changing, the weather 

is pleasant, the wind is calm, the lake is usually very smooth, and the heat index is in the 70's. 
  That said, UNIT 1 is waiting to be taken for a ride with you to enjoy all of the above.  She runs faster, 
better, and easier in those conditions.  So coxswains and crew get together and spend some time on the 
lake.  January, February, and March are around the corner and you will wish you took the opportunity now to 

enjoy UNIT 1 on Lake Murray during these ideal conditions.  Ł 
Want to know more about DSC (Digital Selective Calling)? Check out the video here http://vimeo.com/6539272 

 

Kenny  Uschelbec  

mailto:Fburchfield@earthlink.net
mailto:bdburchfield@earthlink.netC:/Users/Jay/Documents/!C%20SCHOOL%20FOLDER
mailto:bdburchfield@earthlink.net
http://vimeo.com/6539272
mailto:colkenu@aol.com
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LOOK EACH WAY  

E-Writing  
Cnmƍs l`jd qdbhohdmsr qd`c sgqntfg knmf khmdr ne sgdhq oqduhntr d-mail to find your two-sentence reply. Delete 
all the other background or explanatory information originally sent and leave only the pertinent questions, 
along with your responses. Or cut the pertinent questions and paste them into a new e-mail, accompanied by 
your responses. Include enough of the original message to provide a context for your response. You need not 
include the entire message, but do include the relevant part to remind your reader of the pertinent 

issues or questions. Ł 

 
COMO Jay  Dahlgren  

Remaking the Fuel Bulb  
Vgx hr AktRjhdr Qdl`jhmf sgd Etdk Atka> ƕadb`trd sgd DO@ r`hc rn- 
 
BluSkies has spent a lot of time and money re-engineering the lowly fuel bulb. But 
with EPA mandates pending that would phase out existing rubber pumps, it makes a 
lot of sense. Check out the company about their quest for the perfect pump.  

http://www.madmariner.com/video/product_demos/bluskies  

September was a red letter month for the ABS contingent.  We 
had nine people who said they were coming to the class, and a 
grand total of two showed up.  One more called halfway through 
and wants to come in February.  All in all, we had a great class 
and enjoyed every minute of it.  Our next class will be scheduled 
after the boat show.  Meanwhile we wish you a merry Christmas 

and a happy new year!  See you at the change of watch. Ł  Could a Boating Class have prevented this? 

 

Dr.  Al   McCallister  

 

Burnette  Sheffield  
 

éthe difference between a search and a recovery. 

It is not unusual for the Coast Guard, the Coast Guard Auxiliary and other rescuers to search for 
a person or persons who ended up in the water unexpectedly. All too often the search and rescue evolves 
into a search and recovery because the person was not wearing a lifejacket.  

It is not uncommon for boaters and/or their passengers to unexpectedly find themselves in the water 
without a lifejacket. Some survive and unfortunately some do not. Not wearing a lifejacket while boating, in-
cluding, canoeing, kayaking and stand-up paddle-boarding is like playing "Russian Roulette."  The chances of 
a non-swimmer surviving a fall overboard if not wearing a lifejacket are remote if not rescued quickly.   

There are many excuses for not wearing a lifejacket, such as "they are uncomfortable" or "too expen-
sive." U.S. Coast Guard approved lifejackets range in price from as low as $15.00 to about $400.00 for the 
top of the line inflatable, although, even the most expensive lifejacket is of no value if it is not worn.  
 It is undisputable a lifejacket can and will save a life if properly worn, but what about preventing boat-
ing mishaps in the first place. Since most boating mishaps are caused by operator inattention, inexperience, 
and speeding resulting in collisions, remembering and following a few simple boating rules of the road, such 

as keeping a sharp lookout for other boat traffic, can help prevent collisions. Ł  

Check out this link for a video on U.S. Auxiliary Life Jacket PSA :   http://vimeo.com/6888009  

mailto:jdahlgren@sc.rr.com
http://www.madmariner.com/video/product_demos/bluskies
mailto:doctoral@bellsouth.net
mailto:johnsheff@aol.com

